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RESEARCH    

 
The Embassy of India successfully organized a seminar on Digital era 

of Indian Film industry, cultural significance and Opportunities for Collaboration 

and Research the Bollywood industry at Chiquimula on 11 October 2024. The 
event attracted around 500 attendees, including mayors and representatives 

from nearby municipalities, as well as local dignitaries from the media and 

film sectors, and enthusiastic students. The seminar aimed to introduce the 

Indian film industry, recognized as one of the largest in the world, producing 
thousands of films annually that are viewed by approximately three billion 

moviegoers globally.  

 
2. The Embassy has undertaken a significant initiative to dub 100 

popular Bollywood films into Spanish, collaborating with Shemaroo and 

local partners, including artists from Guatemala, especially Chiquimula. 
This ambitious project aims to introduce Indian cinema to the Guatemalan 

audience, offering an accessible way to experience Bollywood's rich 

storytelling and cultural themes. The endeavor also provides a valuable 
platform for Guatemalan artists, dubbing studios, and technicians, creating 

economic opportunities within the local entertainment industry. Given the 

strong involvement from Chiquimula, it was seen as fitting to launch the 

film festival and seminar there, further attracting local talent and studios 
from Chiquimula. 

 

3. A primary goal of the seminar was to disseminate valuable information 
about opportunities for collaboration with the Indian film industry. This 

includes exploring technology-sharing agreements, utilizing India's diverse 

landscapes for filming, and co-producing content that can enhance cultural 
ties between India and Guatemala. Such collaborations are not just 

beneficial for economic reasons but also play a crucial role in cultural 

exchange, allowing for a deeper understanding and appreciation of each 
other's artistic expressions.  

 



4. The seminar also focused on engaging with local students, providing 

them with insights into the evolution of Indian cinema, particularly in the 
context of the digital era. It examined the multifaceted impacts of digitality 

on film historiography, which has changed how films are archived and 

studied, as well as on sociological dynamics and cinematic practices. The 
advent of digital technology has transformed traditional filmmaking 

processes, distribution methods, and audience engagement strategies. This 

evolution raises important questions about how films reflect contemporary 
society and cultural shifts. The seminar aimed to inspire local students to 

study Indian cinema more deeply, fostering a new generation of film 

enthusiasts and scholars who can contribute to the ongoing dialogue about 

global cinema and its societal impacts.   
 

5. Ambassador Dr. Manoj Kumar Mohapatra led the seminar, offering 

insights into the Bollywood film industry, which is not only a major cultural 
phenomenon but also one of the largest film industries in the world. 

Ambassador highlighted Bollywood's contribution to spreading India's 

cultural values globally, while showcasing how cinema serves as a bridge 
between diverse cultures. He emphasized opportunity to delve into the 

academic aspects of Indian cinema to encouraged local students and 

participants to engage critically with Indian cinema. 
 

6. The seminar underscored the importance of organizing such events to 

promote cultural diplomacy and engage with the local community in 
Guatemala. By showcasing the vibrancy of Bollywood, the Embassy aimed 

to create a deeper cultural connection, enhancing mutual understanding 

between India and Guatemala. The platform also provided an opportunity to 

reach out to youth and foster interest in the arts, encouraging cultural 
exchange and collaboration in the film sector. 

 

7. In addition to discussing the Bollywood industry, the seminar served 
as an avenue for the Embassy to disseminate information on other flagship 

initiatives of the Government of India. Attendees were informed about major 

projects such as infrastructural development, pharmaceutical 
advancements, and manufacturing initiatives under "Make in India." The 

"One District One Product" (ODOP) scheme was also introduced, 

highlighting the potential for international collaborations in various sectors.   
 

8. The event was well-received, with participants appreciating the 

opportunity to learn about India's cultural and economic strengths. The 

inclusion of Bollywood as a focal point sparked significant interest, paving 
the way for future cultural and business exchanges between India and the 

region. 

  
**** 

Guatemala, 11 October 2024 


